
 

 

Electronic Supplementary Materials 

Table A1 

Items Used in the United States for the Positive Version of the Article (Group VALpos) 

Variable Item 

Positive 

distinctiveness 

 

PD_EDU_01 How do you evaluate the current status of the U.S. concerning its 

national educational system?  

PD_EDU_02 How do you evaluate the current status of Germany concerning its 

national educational system? 

PD_NAS_01 How do you evaluate the current status of the U.S. concerning its national 

security? 

PD_NAS_02 How do you evaluate the current status of Germany concerning its 

national security? 

Knowledge  

KNO_EDU_01 According to the article about education, which serious problem do the 

American and German educational systems have in common? 

(A: Both educational systems suffer from a relationship between social 

background and educational opportunity.) 

KNO_EDU_02 In the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), American 

students:  

(A: did better than Germans in reading.) 

KNO_EDU_03 According to the article about education and equality of opportunities, 

when it comes to international student assessments:  

(A: American students are improving while German students are falling 

back.) 

KNO_EDU_04 According to the article about education, which serious problem have the 

US-American and German educational system in common? 

(A: Both educational systems suffer from a relationship between social 

background and educational opportunity.) 

KNO_EDU_05 According to the article about education, when it comes to the most 

economically disadvantaged students:  

(A: Students in the U.S. have improved their reading scores as fast as the 

best German students did.) 

KNO_NAS_01 What proposal regarding American counterterrorism was rejected by the 

European parliament? 

(A: The SWIFT agreement.) 

KNO_NAS_02 What does the abbreviation TFTP mean? 

(A: Terrorist Finance Tracking Program.) 

KNO_NAS_03 According to the article about national security, the German response to 

terrorism: 

(A: is ineffective and weak, because citizen's privacy is the focus.) 

KNO_NAS_04 According to the article about national security, when it comes to the 
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prioritization by politicians:  

(A: The prioritization by German politicians of privacy over the war on 

terror is irresponsible and indefensible.) 

KNO_NAS_05 According to the article about national security, American policies in the 

war on terror are: 

(A: considered to have been successful, while also protecting civil 

liberties.) 

Social 

comparison 
 

SCO_EDU When you read the news article about education, did you compare the 

status of the U.S. with the status of Germany? 

SCO_NAS When you read the news article about national security, did you compare 

the status of the U.S. with the status of Germany? 

National identity  

CSE_01 I often regret that I belong to the American society. 

CSE_02 In general, I’m glad to be American. 

CSE_03 Overall, I often feel that the society of the U.S is not worthwhile. 

CSE_04 I feel good about the society of the U.S. 

 

Notes. Depending on the experimental group, correct answers for valenced questions were 

different. For example, for the group VALneg the correct answer for KNO_NAS_05 was: 

“Considered to have been a failure, while also disastrous for civil liberties.” 
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Figure A1. News article about the national educational system that was presented to the 

American sample in the “positive valence” condition. 
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Figure A2. News article about the national educational system that was presented to the 

American sample in the “negative valence” condition. 
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Figure A3. News article about the national educational system that was presented to the 

German sample in the “positive valence” condition. 
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Figure A4. News article about the national educational system that was presented to the 

German sample in the “negative valence” condition. 
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Figure A5. Distractor news article about self-checkout lanes that was presented to the 

American sample in both conditions. 
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Figure A6. Distractor news article about self-checkout lanes that was presented to the German 

sample in both conditions. 


